
Praying for Prisoners

For any prison ministry to be truly effective, it must have a solid foundation of 
prayer. In prayer we call upon God for resources that He alone can provide in 
our battle against the spiritual forces of darkness.  

If you are part of an in-prison ministry, you know that prisoners have many 
prayer needs. They desperately want prayer for themselves, their families, and 
their future reentry back into society. All you have to do is say, “May I pray for 
you?” Prayer touches the deepest hurts of those who feel so lost, lonely, and 
unwanted by the world. 

Every in-prison ministry team needs prayer warriors lifting up the needs of the 
prisoners as well as ministry volunteers. But prayer ministry for prisoners does 
not require going to the prison.  Even if you’ve never been inside a prison or jail, 
you can be a prayer warrior interceding before the throne of God for those who 
are incarcerated.

You can simply gather at a friend’s house with a few other intercessors and pray 
for prisoners.  If your church has a prison ministry, ask them to start sending you 
the prayer requests so you can lift them before the Lord.

Even when you don’t know specific needs to pray for, you can seek God’s power 
and provision for a variety of general needs. You can become a faithful prayer 
warrior lifting up the needs of prisoners and speaking blessings into their lives.

Want to encourage people to pray for prisoners? Be sure to download the prayer 
list mentioned in our online article. Then share it with others in your church or 
with anyone you know who feels called to intercessory prayer.




