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WHAT IS ANGEL TREE?
Angel Tree® is a program of Prison Fellowship® that serves incarcerated parents by providing a pathway for strengthening
and restoring their relationships with their children and families. Through collaborations with local churches and community
organizations, hundreds of thousands of children receive a gift and the Gospel message each Christmas on behalf of their
incarcerated parents. In addition, our partner churches meet the physical, emotional, and spiritual needs of prisoners’ families
through year-round ministry such as camping and mentoring.

How Angel Tree Works - Expressing the love of Christ to children and families of prisoners
Angel Tree is for all kinds of churches - large and small. Some churches can sponsor a few children, others can sponsor
many. Each outreach can be unique and reflect your church’s special gifting and heart wrapped up in it. Whether your
church is large or small, Angel Tree can bring a great blessing to you and to the prisoners’ families to whom you minister.
Angel Tree is a wonderful way to express Christ's love. It helps open hearts to receive the most important Gift, salvation
and forgiveness of sins through Jesus Christ. Angel Tree is a great vehicle to introduce these families to your church and
enfold them into the body of Christ through continued ministry. We honor requests to match the same children with your
church each year that the child remains eligible for Angel Tree.

THE ANGEL TREE RESPONSE

THE CRISIS
• Approximately 2.7 million children in the U.S. have one
or both parents in prison.
• Half of state and federal prisoners have not seen their
children since they became incarcerated.
• Children of prisoners are twice as likely as other youth
to experience mental health problems, depression, and
attention disorders. They are also more likely to live in
poverty and struggle with substance abuse.

• In 2015, Angel Tree worked with thousands of churches
and organizations to reach out to more than 300,000
children at Christmas.
• More than 6,000 children gained new experiences and
friendships while learning about God’s love through
Angel Tree Camping® in 2015.
• In 2015, nearly 1,000 Angel Tree children were
matched with caring adult mentors.

AN INTRODUCTION
TO ANGEL TREE

Angel Tree’s Part:
Over the summer, Angel Tree provides application forms to prison chaplains. The chaplains pass these out to prisoners
who have children. Some restrictions apply: The children must be 18 or younger; they must be children or stepchildren of
the prisoner; and there must be no court order barring the prisoner from contacting his/her children. The children must live
in the United States.
The chaplains then ship the completed applications to the Angel Tree processing center where the information is scanned
and entered into a computer system. The applications are then assigned to churches or organizations who have
registered to participate in Angel Tree Efforts are made to match children with a church in their own neighborhood.
Partnerships between urban and suburban churches can be formed to provide for the children in areas where the need is
the greatest.

3 WAYS TO HELP
1.

Pray for Angel Tree and the families it serves.

2.

Register your church or organization for Angel Tree
Christmas 2016. You will receive names and gift wishes of
children in your local area. After contacting their caregivers,
you will buy, wrap, and present the gifts on behalf of their
incarcerated parents.

3.

Visit www.angeltree.org to make a monthly or one-time gift.

Church/Coordinator/Team’s Part:
Pastor/leader chooses an Angel Tree Church Coordinator to direct Angel Tree for the church. The church coordinator and
team utilize an Angel Tree Church Resource Kit as a guide for reaching prisoner’s families and to engage their church in
this outreach ministry.
Each child receives one gift that costs between $15 and $25 each. The prisoner is able to make a suggestion regarding a
gift type for each child, and this information is listed on the application. After the Church Coordinator receives the Child
Listing Report from Angel Tree, the applications are coded and distributed to the team. The coordinator and team will
telephone or write to the child's caregiver to confirm the prisoner’s gift suggestion or determine another type of appropriate
gift and confirm the address. The church team then transfers the information about the child’s gift wish - writing them on a
large Angel Tree tag. The tags are placed on a Christmas tree in the foyer or hallway of a participating church. Church
members select tags from the tree and purchase and wrap the gifts.

THE HISTORY OF ANGEL TREE
Under the leadership of a former bank robber named Mary Kay
Beard, Angel Tree began in Alabama in 1982 as a way of helping
prisoners and their children stay connected at Christmas. That year,
Angel Tree served 556 children. Over the past 34 years, Angel Tree
has reached more than 9 million children. Today, Angel Tree is in
every U.S. state.

www.angeltree.org
angel_tree@pfm.org
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Shortly before Christmas, the gifts are either delivered to the child's home or distributed during an Angel Tree party or
open house at the church. Individuals who purchased the gifts or evangelism teams, youth groups, and/or theatre and arts
teams present the gospel to each child at time of delivery. Age-appropriate gospel materials are provided free of charge
from Angel Tree for each child. The gifts are given on behalf of the absent parent. (Note: Prisoner’s application includes a
personal Christmas greeting they have written to their child. Coordinators will transcribe this onto the Angel gift tag.)

For more information, call 1-800-55-ANGEL or visit www.angeltree.org

1.800.55-ANGEL (26435)
demoss.com/newsrooms/at
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At a Glance Flyer

Gives a brief view of some
incarceration statistics and how
Angel Tree works to reach the
families of the incarcerated.

®

Gives a brief overview of the Angel
Tree program, explains the role of the
Angel Tree staff and the role of the
church and the church coordinator.

Angel Tree Powerpoint

Gives a detailed explanation of the
Angel Tree program including history,
vision and explains why the Angel Tree
program is such an essential ministry.

Provides an overview of Angel Tree as a program that starts with Christmas
and leads to so much more. Includes tear-off response card that can be
mailed back to request an Angel Tree Prospect Kit (see back page).
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It Starts With a Gift Brochure
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www.angeltree.org

GEL TREE VIA MAIL

children are beyond the reach of a local
h or other organization that participates
el Tree. But every prisoner’s child with an
s can be served via mail, so not one precious
girl needs to feel left out at Christmas!

d of making personal deliveries or hosting
Tree parties, you can serve children by
g wrapped gifts and age-appropriate Gospel
als through the mail in time for Christmas.
Tree will provide Gospel materials for you to
lus guidance on best practices for caregiver
t and cost-effective shipping.)

ct Angel Tree to learn more about these
s.
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“The children of inmates are the first victims of
crime and have done nothing to deserve it. They had
no part in their parent’s choices, yet they are more
likely to make poor grades in school, leading to a
higher dropout rate … The good news is that we can
make a significant impact on their lives ... It all starts
with a gift.”

44180 Riverside Parkway • Lansdowne, VA 20176

Provides an overview of alternative methods to serve Angel Tree children at
Christmas (i.e. by mail or by partnering with other local churches, schools or
other businesses).

GIVE
THE JOY
OF ANGEL
TREE

– Mary Kay Beard,
founder of Angel Tree

ANGEL TREE—
BECAUSE JOY
IS MEANT TO BE
SHARED.

l Tree® is a program of Prison
wship® that serves incarcerated parents
oviding a pathway for strengthening
estoring their relationships with their
en and families.
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ANGEL TREE® QUICKSTART GUIDE
®

ANGEL TREE

PHASE 1 | Preparation and Recruitment
STEP 1 — PREPARE FOR THE PROGRAM
• Plan for the number of volunteers and amount of time it will take to carry out the
responsibilities based on the number of children you signed up to serve.
• Schedule time to familiarize yourself with the materials and tools provided in your kit.

GUIDELINES
1. Each child receives a minimum of one gift valued at
approximately $15–$25.

STEP 2 — RECRUIT YOUR TEAM

Identify the individuals from your church that you feel will enjoy helping you organize
and implement your Angel Tree Christmas program. Screening of your church’s or
organization’s Angel Tree volunteers is highly recommended. Vigilance in volunteer
selection helps ensure safety and supports a positive ministry experience for all.

Volunteer job opportunities:
• Contacting families
• Sharing the Gospel
• Prayer team

®
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• Buying gifts
• Wrapping gifts
• Delivering gifts

2. Gifts are delivered on behalf of the prisoner parent.
3. When the gifts are delivered, a Gospel presentation is made.
4. Gifts are typically delivered to children in a couple of ways:
• Church Christmas party

**Assignment of
children will begin
in October.**

STEP 3 — CONTACT THE CAREGIVERS

Potentially, the most challenging part of Angel Tree Christmas is making contact with caregivers to confirm
information and verify/obtain gift requests. Because you will need caregiver approval and will want the most
up-to-date information prior to purchasing and delivering gifts, we strongly recommend reaching out as
soon as possible.
• Contact by Mail using the Gift Request Letter (on Angel Tree Resources CD) or variation.
• Contact by Phone using the Phone Interview Script (on Angel Tree Resources CD) or variation.

• Home deliveries

Quickstart Guide

Provides an overview of the basics to implementing the three phases of the
Angel Tree program.

QUESTIONS?
Contact Angel Tree:
By phone, at 1-800-55-ANGEL (26435)
By email, at Angel_Tree@pfm.org

Visit the website at www.angeltree.org or

www.facebook.com/AngelTree

Angel Tree® is a registered trademark of
Prison Fellowship®

STEP 4 — PROMOTE ANGEL TREE TO YOUR CONGREGATION

Holding an Angel Tree Sunday event is an ideal way to promote participation in this ministry throughout your church.
• Prepare the Angel Tree tags
• Prepare tracking cards
• Set up tree
• Collect and store gifts
• Wrap gifts

2/16 ATXQSG
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Prospect Kit
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IT STARTS
WITH A
GIFT

Communicates Angel Tree as a program that starts at Christmas and
leads to a variety of year-round ministry opportunities that foster
transformation and family reconciliation. Includes a three-minute promo
DVD and a church registration form.

®
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44180 Riverside Parkway • Lansdowne, VA 20176
1-800-55-ANGEL • www.angeltree.org

ANGEL TREE
CHRISTMAS
Promotional DVD

IT LEADS TO LIVES
TRANSFORMED BY CHRIST

ATRXPD
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Become an Angel Tree® church partner
this year, and share the real meaning of
Christmas with a prisoner’s child!

English
Spanish

2.7 MILLION CHILDREN

HAVE A PARENT BEHIND BARS
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These children often live in
the shadows, shamed and
disadvantaged by a parent’s
crime. You can help boys and
girls in your community feel
loved and remembered by
delivering the Gospel and
a gift from their parent.
Become an Angel Tree®
church partner this
year, and share the real
meaning of Christmas
with a prisoner’s child!

1-800-55-ANGEL (2-6435)
www.angeltree.org

Angel Tree® is a registered
trademark of Prison Fellowship

1-800-55-ANGEL (2-6435)
www.angeltree.org
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Print Ads/Banners

Can be used in the promotion of Angel Tree in written and/or electronic
communications. Print ads are 3 x 3.5 in., 5.5 x 8.5 in., and 8.5 x 11 in.
Web banners are 160 x 600 px., 300 x 250 px., and 728 x 90 px.

Angel Tree® is a registered
trademark of Prison Fellowship

GIVE
THE JOY
OF ANGEL
TREE
®
®
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Angel Tree Rave Card

Gives a brief overview of the mission of the Angel Tree program and ways
to contact Angel Tree to get involved.
ATRRVC
ATRRVC-S
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Spanish

SEEKING PARTNERSHIPS
WITH FAITHFUL CHURCHES

Our desire is to work with as many faithful churches as possible. By “faithful” we mean that they believe, teach,
and live by the basic, historic Christian beliefs that are taught in scripture and affirmed by the Church through the
centuries. Prison Fellowship’s Statement of Faith (below) and Board policies express the faith position of Prison
Fellowship. Below is a summary of the essential beliefs we want to share in common with our partners.
ESSENTIAL BELIEFS (look for these concepts in your review)
1. There is only one God, the Creator and Lord of all. God is one God in three distinct Persons.
2. Jesus Is the way (not “one way”) to right relationship with God. He lived a sinless life and died an atoning
death to reconcile sinners to God, and he rose bodily from the dead. His victory over death is the source of
our ultimate hope of eternal life.
3. The Holy Spirit draws people into salvation and truth. The Holy Spirit’s presence and work are expressed in a
variety of ways.
4. Salvation and reconciliation with God are a gift of God’s grace through faith in Jesus Christ alone.
5. The Church is the Body of Christ through which the Great Commission is carried out; it has many local
expressions but they are all part of one Body through the Holy Spirit.
6. Scripture (Old and New Testaments) is uniquely given by God and is God’s Word with specific authority over
matters of both faith and life for individual believers and the Church.
7. Jesus will return in glory as God brings history to its consummation; God’s people will be with him forever in
the fullness of his glorious kingdom
8. We stand behind scripture’s teaching about the sanctity of marriage as the faithful relationship between one
man and one woman, and that people are called to a lifestyle of celibacy outside of marriage.

Church Alignment to Prison Fellowship
Statement of Faith

Describes the beliefs of Prison Fellowship in which partnering churches
and organizations must agree to act in accordance.

WHY COMPATIBILITY MATTERS
Because Prison Fellowship entrusts the spiritual care of prisoners, ex-prisoners, and their families to churches who
partner with us, we desire ministry partnerships with those who teach and live out a shared commitment to the
essentials of the Christian faith.
DETERMINING COMPATIBILITY
As you recruit or assess potential partners for ministry, it is very important to look for evidence that the church is
committed to these essentials in their stated beliefs, their teaching and preaching, and how the faith is lived out in
their church life and outreach. Compatibility should be assessed any time a new church is recruited. In addition,
when church leadership changes, be alert to any changes the new leader may bring in that could result in a change
in compatibility.

Angel Tree Giveaways

Post-Its®, pens, sticky flags and magnets

Call 1.800.55.ANGEL (26435) for information
on how to obtain these resources.
Angel Tree® is a registered trademark of Prison Fellowship®

