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Dear Ministry Partner,

Roberto has been with Prison Fellowship a long time, but not as a member of the 
staff. Years ago, while serving time in Iowa for his violent past, he met Jesus. He 
learned to follow in the footsteps of his newfound Savior after he joined a Prison 
Fellowship life-transformation program based on biblical teaching. Through that 
spiritual enrichment, he became a leader of the Church behind the walls. 

After finishing his time in Iowa, Roberto was transferred back to Illinois to serve an 
additional sentence. His current prison is a bleak place, but that hasn’t dampened 
his faith. When Prison Fellowship staff came to visit recently, he gave one of them a 
bone-crushing hug. “I am so thankful you are here,” he said. “I want to help!” 

Roberto was eager to know what Prison Fellowship programming might soon become 
available at his prison in Illinois. He hungers to be a servant, helping to grow the 
Christian community right around him. 

Too soon, Roberto had to go. Officers were taking the men back to their cell blocks. 
As he glanced over his shoulder, he urged the staff, “Please hurry. I’m ready to help!”
 
Roberto’s plea is one echoed all over the country. Pastors and their churches want to 
help restore their communities that have been affected by crime and incarceration. 
Members of the Church behind the walls want tools to help them study God’s Word 
deeply and become ambassadors for Jesus in prison. Legislators and corrections 
leaders of goodwill want to build a truly restorative criminal justice system.
 
As you will see in the pages of this annual report, friends like you have made it possible 
this year for Prison Fellowship to equip and convene an ever-growing movement of 
restorers—including prisoners like Roberto. They are ready to help. Let’s continue to 
work together to make that restorative vision a reality—and let’s hurry!

 
Yours in His Service,

Christian Colson
Prison Fellowship Board of Directors

GREETINGS FROM 
THE BOARD
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July 
With the help of 60 churches and 
nearly 100 Christian camps across 
the country, 6,123 children with a 
parent in prison were able to enjoy 
fun in the great outdoors as a 
part of the Angel Tree Camping® 
program. These children learned 
more about God’s love for them 
while making friends with other 
boys and girls who understand 
what it is like to be separated 
from their mom or dad because 
of incarceration.

August 
At a “One Day with God” event at the Avery Mitchell 
Correctional Facility in Spruce Pine, North Carolina, 
Forgiven Ministry’s founder Scottie Barnes was awarded 
Prison Fellowship’s Angel Tree Star of Victory Award. The 
Star of Victory Award honors those who have overcome 
the incarceration of a parent to make a difference in the 
lives of others. Forgiven Ministry partners with Prison 
Fellowship throughout the year to help take children in to 
visit their incarcerated parents who participate in our 
in-prison programs.

September 
Fifteen wardens from facilities across the United States 
graduated as the inaugural class of Prison Fellowship’s Warden 
Exchange™ program. The innovative program equips wardens 
to be transformational leaders in building a safer, more 
rehabilitative prison culture. 

October 
Jim Liske participated in the fifth 
annual Movement Day, an event 
bringing Christian leaders from 
across the country to New York 
City to discuss how they bring 
Gospel-centered renewal to their 
cities. Liske led an interactive 
discussion on reintegrating the 
formerly incarcerated back into 
communities.

December 
Last Christmas, over 300,000 
children of incarcerated parents 
were reminded that they are 
loved—both by their parents and 
by God—with the help of nearly 
8,000 Angel Tree churches and 
volunteers.  Each child received 
a gift with a personal note from 
their mother and father, as well as 
a message of God’s love for them.

January 
The Charles Colson Task Force on Federal Corrections 
met for its inaugural session, kicking off an intensive 
year examining the federal prison system for reform 
opportunities. The bipartisan task force, whose name 
honors our founder’s legacy, was created by Congress to 
identify specific ways to reduce the prison population, 
improve prison conditions, and make the judicial process 
more responsive. Prison Fellowship President and CEO 
Jim Liske has served as one of nine members of the group, 
which will provide a set of recommendations to Congress 
by early 2016. 

February 
Two items of legislation—the Smarter Sentencing Act and the 
CORRECTIONS Act—were introduced in Congress. The two bills seek 
to make prison sentences more proportional, and to improve recidivism 
rates by expanding in-prison programming. Prison Fellowship’s advocacy 
team continues to be active in working for the passage of both pieces of 
legislation.

April 
Prison Fellowship and the Chuck Colson Center for 
Christian Worldview® partnered with WORLD News 
Group and Focus on the Family to present Restoring 
All Things Conferences in Grand Rapids, Atlanta, and 
Dallas. The conferences featured testimonies from 
people who have experienced God’s grace, and who 
seek to use those experiences to restore the world 
around them. As a featured speaker, Prison Fellowship’s 
Jim Liske shared stories of how God has restored those 
affected by crime and incarceration.

June 
Senior Vice President of Advocacy 
and Public Policy Craig DeRoche 
joined a delegation of criminal 
justice reformers on a two-week 
trip to Germany, as a part of an 
“International Sentencing and 
Corrections Exchange.” The 
itinerary included visiting several 
model prisons in the country and 
discussing prison reform with both 
justice practitioners and prisoners.

August
Prison Fellowship hosted its annual 
Angel Tree® Football Clinic at 
Stanford University. Nearly 320 
boys who have a parent in prison or 
face other significant risk factors 
participated in the clinic, learning 
skills from former professional and 
college football players and coaches. 
What a joy for these children to have 
a smile on their faces all day!

2014
2015

August 
For the first time, Willow Creek’s 
Global Leadership Summit was 
broadcast to select prisons in the 
United States. Prison Fellowship 
worked with the Willow Creek 
Association to provide the live 
broadcast to men in the Carol S. 
Vance Unit in Richmond, Texas; 
Noble Correctional Institution in 
Caldwell, Ohio; and Folsom State 
Prison in Folsom, California. 
What a joy for incarcerated 
men to join other believers 
outside prison walls in intensive 
leadership training for two days, 
so they could learn to contribute 
to healthier culture.

October 
Prison Fellowship President 
and CEO Jim Liske 
completed the Marine Corps 
Marathon in Washington, 
D.C.  Running in honor 
of veterans serving time 
behind bars, Liske wore a 
shirt bearing the names of 
26 incarcerated Marines, for 
whom he prayed during each 
mile of the race.

October 
Sixteen incarcerated men at 
the E.C. Brooks Correctional 
Institution in Muskegon, 
Michigan, completed a seminary 
studies program provided by 
Prison Fellowship and World 
Impact. This was the first 
graduating class at E.C. Brooks.

January 
The U.S. Supreme Court set a high 
standard for religious liberty in prison with 
a unanimous decision in Holt v. Hobbs. The 
Court’s decision was an affirmation of the 
Religious Land Use and Institutionalized 
Persons Act, which was passed with the 
help of Prison Fellowship in 2000. Justice 
Fellowship had issued an amicus brief in 
support of the Court’s eventual decision.

April 
Prison Fellowship President 
and CEO Jim Liske, along with 
several ministry volunteers 
and supporters, joined with 
the men of Prison Fellowship’s 
InnerChange Freedom 
Initiative®, the faith dorm that 
Prison Fellowship manages at the 
Carol. S Vance Unit in Texas, for 
an Easter weekend celebration of 
Jesus’ resurrection. 

April 
At the invitation of President Barack 
Obama, Senior Vice President of 
Advocacy and Public Policy Craig 
DeRoche attended an Easter prayer 
breakfast at the White House.

Thanks to your support, 2015 was an incredible year 
for Prison Fellowship®. Men and women behind bars 
have found freedom from sin through Christ, families 
have reconciled, and criminal justice leaders have made 
significant progress toward a more restorative justice 
system. God has used your investment to bless countless 
people affected by crime and incarceration in the last year. 
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More than 20 years ago, brothers Rickie and Jerry arrived at an intake prison handcuffed together. 
They were both facing life sentences.

While in county jail, Rickie had become a follower of Jesus and believed that one day he would lead 
his brother to the Lord, too. As they spent time in different prisons over the years, Rickie lived a 
changed life and wrote to Jerry every week, but Jerry continued running from God and getting 
into trouble.

Fifteen years later, Jerry finally committed his life to Christ. And nearly a decade after that, the 
brothers were transferred to Prison Fellowship’s intensive faith-based reentry program at the 
Carol S. Vance Unit in Texas. There, they were reunited and had the opportunity to live among a 
community of believers.

“I was in prison 21 years before I went to [the faith-based unit]. I had not heard about it,” Rickie said. 
“I realize now that God sent me there for a reason before I got out.”

While there, the brothers learned more about the life and practical teachings of Jesus, particularly 
the importance of personal responsibility, the value of education and hard work, and how to be 
godly men. 

In 2014, Rickie was released from prison. He got a job as a janitor at a church, leased an apartment, 
and purchased his own car. And in April 2015, he returned to Carol S. Vance to graduate from Prison 
Fellowship’s program. A few months later, Jerry was also released. He quickly found a job and a place 
to live at a transitional home. 

Rickie concluded: “God had a plan, not just for me, but for both of us.” 

RESTORING PRISONERS
B R O T H E R S  R E D E E M E D  A N D  T R A N S F O R M E D

For I know the thoughts that I think toward 
you, says the LORD, thoughts of peace and not 
of evil, to give you a future and a hope.  
-  Jeremiah 29:11

23,000+
PRISONERS ATTENDED 
YARD EVENTS

600,000
INSIDE JOURNAL COPIES 
DISTRIBUTED IN ENGLISH 
AND SPANISH

4,800+
PRISONERS MADE 
DECISIONS/
RECOMMITMENTS 
TO CHRIST

25,000+
PRISONERS PARTICIPATE 
IN PRISON FELLOWSHIP 
CLASSES EACH MONTH

200+
EVANGELISM EVENTS

11,000
VOLUNTEERS

STATS

“When I stepped onto this unit another 
inmate greeted me with a hug. That is not 
normal in prison. That is not even normal in 
society … I realized that even though these 
brothers did not know me, they had already 
accepted me as a child of God. It is amazing 
to see men not afraid to be humbled before 
other men. The ‘come as you are’ policy really 
works. I am so grateful for this life-changing 
opportunity.” 

– TAYLOR, ON JOINING A PRISON FELLOWSHIP 
FAITH-BASED UNIT IN HIS PRISON
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6,123
CHILDREN WENT TO 
ANGEL TREE CAMP

1,297
PRISONS PARTICIPATED 
IN ANGEL TREE

189,994
PRISONERS SIGNED 
UP THEIR CHILDREN 
FOR ANGEL TREE

7,698
CHURCHES 
PARTICIPATED IN 
ANGEL TREE

330,813
CHILDREN SERVED

1,671
NEW CHURCHES 
RECRUITED

STATS

“Thank you very much for everything you gave 
me. I love it a lot. Especially the pajamas the 
most. It was so nice of you to give me these 
presents. I know Christmas is all about Jesus’ 
birth. I know these gifts come from your 
hearts. And my big thank you comes from 
my heart. And my daddy thanks you from his 
heart too.” 

– LETTER FROM AN ANGEL TREE CHILD, 
DECEMBER, 2014

I assure you that everybody who gives even a cup 
of cold water to these little ones because they are 
my disciples will certainly be rewarded.  
-  Matthew 10:42

“God doesn’t waste our pain.”

Heidi should know. She spent more than eight years in prison, separated from her three young 
children. They were just 9, 5, and 2 years old when their mom went to prison. Rachel, the oldest, 
couldn’t help but wonder if her mom even wanted to be her mother anymore.  

On one particularly lonely day, the chaplain at the prison where Heidi was incarcerated told her 
about a program called Angel Tree. It was an opportunity to show her children how much she loved 
them, the chaplain explained. It would allow her to be a part of their lives at Christmas, one of the 
times when they needed her the most.

That Christmas, Angel Tree went a long way to help Heidi’s children understand how much they 
meant to her. “Angel Tree showed me that my mom was trying to be involved in my life, even if she 
wasn’t there,” says Rachel, now 18.

Seeing that people believed in her and that her children desired her love and attention, Heidi had a 
reason to find a new path for her life. She enrolled in a Bible study and began to grow in her faith.

Now, nearly a decade later, Heidi is out of prison, staying out of trouble with the law, and enjoying a 
whole new relationship with her children.

This Christmas, the entire family participated in Angel Tree again. But this time, they were the ones 
delivering gifts.

RECONNECTING FAMILIES
G I V I N G  B A C K  T H R O U G H  A N G E L  T R E E
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Katie became a Christian while in prison. During her time behind bars, she participated in Prison 
Fellowship programs, growing in her faith as she prepared for life on the outside.

After release, Katie lost touch with those who had mentored her in prison, but she held on to the 
business card of Prison Fellowship Field Director José Centeno. When providing for her family 
became a struggle, she called José. He put her in touch with a church in her community that could 
help her with her day-to-day needs, and provided her with a Prison Fellowship-trained volunteer to 
offer her encouragement and mentoring.

Katie recently attended services at that church and discovered others there that had also 
been incarcerated.  

When Jesus told his followers to “go and make disciples,” the call was not only to places near and 
comfortable—it was to take the Good News of God’s forgiveness and restoration to those who 
needed to hear it, wherever that might be. This includes to the men and women behind bars.

Partnering with thousands of local congregations across many different denominations, Prison 
Fellowship seeks to restore prisoners to a right relationship with their God, their families, and 
their communities.  

As volunteers come in to lead Bible studies and evangelism events, incarcerated men and women 
begin to recognize themselves as part of the larger Body of Christ, loved and supported by other 
Christians who are willing to walk alongside them as they grow and mature in faith.

With the help of Angel Tree, prisoners are reconnecting to their families, healing broken relationships 
and becoming the spouse and parent their families need. By providing gifts to children on behalf of 
their incarcerated parent at Christmastime, or by offering camping programs to these kids in the 
summer, churches are able to play an important role in the reconciliation of families.

As these men and women leave prison, local churches are stepping in, providing them with the 
physical, emotional, and spiritual support needed for a successful reentry into society. When 
congregations welcome these formerly incarcerated brothers and sisters into their midst, they 
proclaim God’s love for the sinner, and serve as a shining example to other Christians.

MOBILIZING THE 
CHURCH COMMUNITY
B E I N G  T H E  C H U R C H  T O  T H O S E  B E H I N D  B A R S

876
IFI IN-PRISON AND 
AFTERCARE VOLUNTEERS 
(2014)

5,300+
BIBLES DISTRIBUTED 
TO PRISONERS

197
REENTRY 
VOLUNTEERS

STATS

“Volunteering for Prison Fellowship brings 
love and encouragement to people sitting in 
dark jails and prison cells.  People in prison 
have little hope; when you lead a life of crime 
and do nothing positive, it makes you believe 
you are nothing. But we tell them, ‘You are 
somebody; you can change, you can go 
back to society and be productive.’ We show 
people in prison that there is something more 
to life.” 

– BRUCE WAS ARRESTED 49 TIMES AS A YOUTH, 
TURNED HIS LIFE OVER TO CHRIST WHILE IN 
PRISON, AND TODAY IS A CHAPLAIN, PASTOR, 
AND PRISON FELLOWSHIP VOLUNTEER
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This summer, 150 men gathered in a high-security yard at California’s Salinas Valley State Prison 
to participate in a Prison Fellowship-sponsored event featuring live music, powerful speakers, a 
comedian, and Christian fellowship. Prison Fellowship hosts these types of hope-filled events over 
200 times a year in America’s prisons. What made this event so special?

Part of the difference was in the leadership. The warden, William Muniz, is a 2014 graduate of the 
Warden Exchange (WE), an innovative program of Prison Fellowship that equips wardens to be 
transformational leaders in building a safer, more rehabilitative prison culture.

James, a prisoner at the yard event, told The Californian, a local newspaper, “I think it’s good. This is a 
recognition on the administration’s part that the inmate culture has changed … and it has.” He added 
that being part of a day like this “instills hope. It bridges the gap between the community and the 
inmates here at Salinas Valley. And it shows that rehabilitation is possible.”

Jessie, another prisoner in attendance, agreed. “I’m loving it,” he said. “It’s needed. It will help people 
change from the hardness they have inside to become better individuals. It also helps keep you in 
contact with the outside world. A lot of us are doing so much time that we’re losing contact with our 
families and the outside. It makes you feel human again.”

Participants of the 2015 Warden Exchange class echo similar sentiments about the benefits of 
bringing transformational leadership to the men and women under their care.

“[Warden Exchange] is a new way of looking at positive leadership,” shares a 2015 participant. “This 
experience brings up issues I can use [and] brings corrections to a new level.”

“Transformational leadership and compassionate rehabilitation and treatment of [prisoners] are two 
ideals that I have been working on as a superintendent,” added another. “Being part of the Warden 
Exchange program has reaffirmed for me that this is a meaningful approach to managing a prison.”

EQUIPPING LEADERS 
TO RESTORE
T R A N S F O R M I N G  T H E  C U L T U R E  O F  P R I S O N

17
STATES PARTICIPATED 
IN WARDEN EXCHANGE

29
WARDENS, DEPUTY 
WARDENS, AND 
ASSISTANT WARDENS 
PARTICIPATED IN 
WARDEN EXCHANGE

STATS

“Warden Exchange has been the best program 
I’ve ever attended … They really help us to 
see the world we deal with from outside the 
corrections perspective. I’ve talked to many 
colleagues already. I believe this program can 
make people/wardens better leaders who will 
lead their facilities in a more humane manner 
for staff and prisoners.” 

– MEMBER OF THE 2015 CLASS OF 
WARDEN EXCHANGE
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In June 2015, Chris heard his daughter screaming in the backyard. He ran outside and found 
the family’s pit bull viciously attacking the 4-year-old’s face. Chris pulled the dog off, grabbed 
his daughter, and ran into the house to call 911. He then used a family member’s rifle to kill the 
dangerous animal.

This father’s quick actions may have saved his daughter’s life; she was hospitalized with serious 
injuries. But because Chris was convicted of a non-violent crime 10 years before, simply using that 
gun—even though he did so heroically and it was owned legally by his mother—has landed Chris in 
jail, facing felony charges and years in prison.

Unjust situations like this led Chuck Colson to establish a criminal justice advocacy ministry in 1983, 
which remains a key program of Prison Fellowship today. Our ministry has always been grounded 
in the belief that each person, created in the image of God, has innate value and potential. Through 
Christ, prisoners’ lives can be transformed, but the process of transformation can be hindered by 
inefficiencies and inequities built into our criminal justice system. 

Colson’s response to these injustices was to seek reform at the local, state, and federal levels. For 
33 years, Prison Fellowship has mobilized the Church to change the law and culture to reflect 
restorative values—so that communities are safer, victims are respected, and people responsible for 
crime are transformed.

Today, Prison Fellowship’s advocacy team is a highly respected force for criminal justice reform. In the 
last year, the team took concrete steps to build a system that reflects the dignity of those affected 
by crime and incarceration. In particular, they unveiled research reports on victim’s compensation, 
probation, and how formerly incarcerated people face unwarranted obstacles after release.  

Throughout 2015, the team also counseled and served on the bipartisan Charles Colson Task Force 
on Federal Corrections, named for our founder. The Task Force, created by Congress, studied 
problems in the federal prison system in order to make recommendations for data-driven policy 
solutions that will build a more restorative prison culture.

ADVOCATING FOR 
JUSTICE THAT RESTORES
A D V A N C I N G  V A L U E S - B A S E D  C R I M I N A L  J U S T I C E  R E F O R M

9,272
JUSTICE FELLOWSHIP 
TWITTER FOLLOWERS

26,418
JUSTICE FELLOWSHIP 
ADVOCATES

2,703
MESSAGES SENT 
TO CONGRESS 
IN SUPPORT OF 
RESTORATIVE JUSTICE 
LEGISLATION

29,288
JUSTICE FELLOWSHIP 
FACEBOOK FANS

STATS

“I contend that a biblical worldview is the 
only one that can produce a system of true 
justice, one that holds individuals responsible 
for their actions under an objective rule of 
law, but always in the context of community 
and always with the chance of transformation 
of the individual and the healing of fractured 
relationships and of the moral order.” 

– CHUCK COLSON, JUSTICE THAT RESTORES 



15PRISON FELLOWSHIP ANNUAL REPORT

4,226
CHILDREN REACHED 
BY CHILDREN 
OF PRISONERS 
PARTNERSHIP

128
COUNTRIES

7,786
PRISONERS INVITED 
TO HEAR THE GOSPEL 
THROUGH THE 
PRISONER’S JOURNEY 
PROGRAM

4,354
PRISONERS 
GRADUATED FROM 
THE PRISONER’S 
JOURNEY PROGRAM

STATS

“I want to go wherever God sends me to carry 
out my living testimony. It burns inside of 
me like a candle, day and night. I cannot stop 
thinking about what Jesus did for me, and 
when I think of all the other people on this 
earth, who are still inside prisons and in gangs 
killing others, being drunk and on drugs, not 
living but being ‘living dead’… I want to go and 
tell them what Jesus did for me.” 

– THATI, WHOSE LIFE WAS TRANSFORMED 
INSIDE PRISON THROUGH THE 
PRISONER’S JOURNEY

Prisoners, their families, and victims of crime experienced hope and healing through Prison 
Fellowship International’s recently launched programs: The Prisoner’s Journey®, the Children of 
Prisoners Program, and the Centre for Justice and Reconciliation. 

The Prisoner’s Journey
A dedicated Muslim, Ibrahim mocked Christians and taught the Koran to prisoners. But he was 
curious and enrolled in The Prisoner’s Journey Bible study and discipleship course, and allowed the 
Gospel to challenge his views. “When I received Christ … I experienced a quiet, steady change in my 
heart. [Now] my plans are to live a sanctified life … and witness to other inmates.”

The Prisoner’s Journey launched in Nigeria and South Africa in 2014, and in 2015 spread to 
nine more countries, graduating more than 20,000 prisoners since its launch. Prison Fellowship 
International aims to share the Gospel with one million prisoners around the world by 2020.

Children of Prisoners Program
Eleven-year-old Deepa lost nearly everything. Her father is in prison and her home was destroyed in 
Nepal’s devastating earthquake in April 2015. Prison Fellowship International’s Children of Prisoners 
Program staff found Deepa and her family in Kathmandu among hundreds of displaced families 
living in tents. The staff helped provide food and shelter for Deepa and her family to live safely until 
permanent housing opened up.  

Prison Fellowship International is now proudly caring for 4,200 children throughout eight countries. 
By 2020, they aim to serve 20,000 children of prisoners overseas through this program.

Centre for Justice and Reconciliation
Prison Fellowship International’s Centre for Justice and Reconciliation relaunched with a new vision 
to scale the impact of restorative justice around the world. For nearly 20 years, the centre has run 
programs like the Sycamore Tree Project®, implemented in 34 countries to bring together prisoners 
and victims to talk about the effects of crime.

By 2020, the centre plans to launch 30 reform projects worldwide.

PRISON FELLOWSHIP 
INTERNATIONAL
S H A R I N G  T H E  G O S P E L ,  R E S T O R I N G  H O P E 

*The Prisoner’s Journey and The Sycamore Tree Project are registered trademarks of Prison Fellowship International.
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1,291
OUTLETS AIRING 
BREAKPOINT NATIONWIDE

51
COMMISSIONED 
COLSON FELLOWS 
(FORMERLY CENTURIONS) 
IN 2014-2015

844
OUTLETS AIRING 
THE POINT WITH 
JOHN STONESTREET

936
COLSON FELLOWS 
(FORMERLY CENTURIONS) 
ALUMNI

453
OUTLETS AIRING 
BREAKPOINT 
THIS WEEK

“Chuck Colson has been a part of our family’s 
life for as long as I can remember. We have 
read some of his books, watched ‘Doing 
the Right Thing’ DVD series, and while 
homeschooling (and still) would call our kids 
in for ‘Breakpoint’ readings in our email. 
Sometimes met by our kids with ‘Ohhhhhh,’ 
they always left our readings with ‘That was 
really good.’” 

– PRISCILLA M., LONGTIME 
BREAKPOINT LISTENER 

STATS

In the past year, Colson Center President John Stonestreet, a protégé of its founder, worked with his 
experienced team to set a course for more high-impact, biblical ministry.
 
The Colson Center continued its insightful commentary on the culture from a Christian worldview 
through radio, podcasts, online articles, and various other publications. BreakPoint daily broadcasts 
by Eric Metaxas and John aired on more than 1,200 radio outlets, delivering a biblical perspective 
on topics from the sanctity of life and family to the performing arts. On BreakPoint This Week, John 
interviewed a broad spectrum of compelling guests, including: Rod Dreher, Dr. Russell Moore, 
Dennis Prager, Kristen Powers, and Rev. Sammy Rodriguez.
 
Also, through the Colson Fellows program (formerly the Centurions program), the Colson Center 
is cultivating leaders who are advancing cultural renewal and serving as Gospel ambassadors in their 
spheres of influence. In 2015, the center commissioned its tenth class of Colson Fellows.
 
Through collaborative efforts with like-minded Kingdom agents, the Colson Center enhances the 
efforts of the Body of Christ to boldly propose truth in the public square. In May 2015, before a 
packed house of supporters, the center honored Princeton University’s Dr. Robert George with the 
annual William Wilberforce Award for his tenacious defense of human life and religious freedom.
 
Finally, in June 2015, the Prison Fellowship Board of Directors voted to set the Chuck Colson 
Center for Christian Worldview on a path to become an independent ministry, effective Jan. 1, 2016.
 
This move will allow each ministry—both founded by Chuck Colson—to pursue their distinct goals 
with renewed focus and energy: Prison Fellowship with its ministry to those affected by crime 
and incarceration, and the Colson Center with its focus on teaching and proclaiming a Christian 
worldview in all areas of life. Though separate entities, each organization will remain united in their 
devotion to God’s Kingdom and our founder’s vision.

THE CHUCK COLSON CENTER 
FOR CHRISTIAN WORLDVIEW
A  N E W  S E A S O N
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Consolidated Statements of Financial Position ($ in Thousands)
(Unaudited)

PRISON FELLOWSHIP MINISTRIES AND AFFILIATE (UN AUD I T ED)

2015

$436
 

4,390
15,569

199
20,158

290
1,091

351
432
710
107

17,184
$40,759

 
 

$ —
1,638

899
72

4,254
76

6,939
 

25,379
4,967
3,474

33,820

$40,759

2014

$1,116
 

2,786
15,631

212
18,629

480
1,015
345
442
717
103

17,538
$40,385

 
 

$150
1,704
1,089

111
4,483

106
7,643

 
23,647

5,617
3,478

32,742

$40,385

June 30 
Assets
 Cash and cash equivalents      
Investments
 Cash and cash equivalents held for long-term use  
 Investments 
 Assets held in charitable remainder trusts 
Total investments 
 Contributions receivable, net 
 Program advances and other receivables     
 Prepaid expenses and other assets 
 Inventory of publications and supplies 
 Beneficial interest in trusts 
 Cash surrender value of life insurance policies 
 Property, buildings and equipment, net  
Total assets 

Liabilities and net assets
Liabilities
 Line of credit
 Accounts payable and accrued expenses 
 Accrued salaries and benefits  
 Deferred revenue 
 Annuities payable 
 Liability under trust agreements 
Total liabilities 
Net assets 
 Unrestricted 
 Temporarily restricted 
 Permanently restricted 
Total net assets 

Total liabilities and net assets 
For additional financial information, please go to our website at prisonfellowship.org/financials

FINANCIALS

Consolidated Statements of Activities and Changes in Net Assets ($ in Thousands)
(Unaudited)
 
For the Year Ended June 30, 2015

Support and revenue
 Contributions 
 Investment return 
 Gain on sale and disposal of property 
 Other revenue 
 In-kind contributions 
 Net assets released from restrictions

Total support and revenue  

Expenses
Program services:
 Program ministry  
 Public education  
 International prison ministry 

Total program services 

Supporting services:
 Management and general  
 Fundraising  

Total supporting services 

Total expenses  

Change in net assets from operations  
 Unrealized net market loss on investments  
 Change in value of split-interest agreements 

Change in net assets 

Net assets, beginning of year 

Net assets, end of year 

 
Unrestricted

$33,457
524

2
1,518

161
5,181

40,843

18,508
3,116

3,362

24,986

4,573
8,991

13,564

38,550

2,293
(262)
(299)

1,732

23,647

$25,379

Temporarily
Restricted

$4,473
137

—
—
—

(5,181)

(571)

—
—
—

—

—
—

—

—

(571)
(94)

15

(650)

5,617

$4,967

2015 Total

 
$37,930

661
2

1,518
161
—

40,272

18,508
3,116

3,362

24,986

4,573
8,991

13,564

38,550

1,722
(356)
(288)

1,078

32,742

$33,820

2014 Total

 
$35,243

1,282
(53)

1,315
56
—

37,843

19,668
5,077
3,590

28,335

5,427
9,043

14,470

42,805

(4,962)
538

(284)

(4,708)

37,450

$32,742

Permanently
Restricted

 
$ —

—
—
—
—
—

—

—
—
—

—

—
—

—

—

—
—

(4)

(4)

3,478

$3,474

 
2015 Total

$17,669
 

1,347
4,074
1,522

523
899

2,460
2,918

4,229
201

409
1,679

37,930

620

$38,550

 
2014 Total

$19,476
 

1,941
4,346

2,181
573

1,546
3,016
2,985
3,667

208
399

1,688

42,026

779

$42,805

Total

$4,694
 

331
3

141
190
451

1,722
2,412
3,071

77
89

232

13,413

151

$13,564

 
 

Fundraising

$1,996
 

130
—

47
51
111

1,588
2,229
2,571

23
38

156

8,940

51

$8,991

Management
and General

$2,698
 

201
3

94
139

340
134
183

500
54
51
76

4,473

100

$4,573

Total

$12,975
 

1,016
4,071
1,381

333
448
738
506

1,158
124

320
1,447

24,517

469

$24,986

International
Prison Ministry

$17
 

—
3,345

—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—

3,362

—

$3,362

Public
Education

$1,205
 

143
—

30
42
23

309
380
794

23
26
97

3,072

44

$3,116

Program
Ministry

$11,753
 

873
726

1,351
291
425
429
126

364
101

294
1,350

18,083

425

$18,508

Salaries and related expenses
Other Expenses
 Consulting
 Donations
 Materials and supplies
 Occupancy
 Other
 Postage
 Printing
 Professional fees
 Repair and maintenance
 Telephone
 Travel

 Total other expenses

Depreciation and amortization

Total expenses

Program Services                     

Consolidated Statements of Functional Expenses ($ in Thousands)
(Unaudited) Supporting Services

For the Year Ended June 30, 2015
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