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out” when making decisions, 
predicting specific results 
of their actions beforehand: 
“What happens if you let the 
whole tape play out after 

Angel Tree Helped This Mom Build Bridges
by Grayson Pope

regnant, 15, and 
the oldest of six 
kids in a crowded 
Detroit home, 
Charnell Scott 

could feel the weight of the 
world pressing down on her 
shoulders. When her baby 
girl became the seventh child 
in the household, a sense of 
duty and pride kept Charnell 
going—but it also kept her 
from asking for assistance. 
When things got tight, she 
started stealing clothes and 
food to help her family survive.

It wasn’t long before she 
got caught. Charnell was 18 
the first time she went to jail. 
Over the next 17 years, she 
got married, had five more 
children, and continued to 
shoplift. She didn’t need to 
steal anymore, since her 
husband was providing for 
the family, but she wanted 
to give her kids gifts she 
couldn’t afford, like expensive 
Christmas toys. Continued on page 2

Continued on page 2
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How to Cope When You Can’t Connect
by Stacia Ray

lenty of resources 
talk about how to 
best connect with 
your children while 
behind bars. But 

what about when you can’t 
connect at all, even if you 
desperately want to? 

No matter what parenting 
mistakes you made before 
going to prison, you probably 
love your children deeply, so 
being separated from them     
is traumatic. 

“These women are dealing 
with such a huge loss of their 
nurturing, maternal instinct, 
and this leads to sadness, 
guilt, emptiness, desperation, 
helplessness, even rage,” 
says Liz Stanosheck, Prison 
Fellowship area director. 

The guilt of feeling like a 
failed mother can add to an 
underlying lack of self-esteem. 
“I feel like as women, we have 
all these insecurities, especially 
if we’ve lost our kids,” says 
Kellie, a mother and a former 
prisoner from Colorado. “We 

feel like, ‘I could never be 
forgiven for that.’”

Many situations can lead 
to incarcerated moms being 
disconnected from their kids. 
Sometimes the caregiver 
finds contact too logistically 
difficult, or the courts have 
forbidden contact. Perhaps 
the children are living with 
relatives who haven’t revealed 

may have trouble sleeping or 
problems with prison staff, or 
even act out until they’re put 
into segregation. 

If you aren’t able to contact 
your children, there are 
some ways to gain peace and 
improve your outlook.  

Focus on improving the 
present—not reliving the 
past. Start making healthy 
decisions, and remember that 
whatever choices you make 
now will directly impact your 
future. “Tell yourself, ‘I am 
going to avail myself as much 
as possible to improve me, 
so that if my child ever does 
reach out to me, I’m a better 
person,’” Stanosheck says.
 
Write letters to your 
children—even if you can’t 
send them. Don’t be afraid 
to be vulnerable. Tell them 
how much you love and miss 
them. And avoid blaming 
others for your incarceration 
or speaking negatively about 
the custodial caregiver. If you 
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Charnell’s son received a bear as an Angel Tree gift
many years ago. He still cherishes it to this day.
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realized asking for help was 
not a sign of weakness but a 
way to improve, she was ready 
to learn new habits. During 
one exercise, the women were 
encouraged to “play the tape 

all the facts about their mom’s 
situation. Or maybe the children 
feel too hurt or resentful to 
speak with their mom. 

For mothers who 
deliver their babies while 
incarcerated, able to 
hold them for only a few 
hours, the separation can 
be especially abrupt and 
traumatic. “One of my sons 

I had my second time in 
prison,” remembers Roxanne, 
a mother from Arizona. “I had 
six kids in  total … I never had 
my kids  for long.”

Regardless of the reason, 
separation from a child can 
be overwhelming, leading to a 
downward spiral of negativity. If 
incarcerated moms don’t find 
ways to address the pain, they 

She was arrested for 
shoplifting three more times, 
eventually leading to a two-
year prison sentence.

Charnell’s children 
ranged from ages 4 to 19 
when she was incarcerated. 
The younger kids didn’t 
understand why Mommy 
was going away. The older 
ones were angry. For the first 

time, Charnell asked herself 
questions like, What have 
I done? Was stealing really 
worth it, now that I’m missing 
holidays and birthdays and 
helping with homework? 

While in prison, “in order to 
survive, I had to go to church 
and get into activities,” she 
says. She signed up for an 
early version of the program 
that is now the Prison 
Fellowship AcademyTM. The 
next two years transformed 
Charnell’s heart and mind.  

Learning how to change 
Charnell and the other 

women in the program 
became fast friends. 
Surrounded by safe 
relationships, Charnell began 
reflecting on her decisions. 
She didn’t want to go back 
to her old life, but she didn’t 
know how to change. 

Prison Fellowship’s program 
and volunteers helped her 
see that she was too proud to 
ask for help. Once Charnell 

What have I 
done? Was 
stealing 
really worth 
it, now that 
I’m missing 
holidays and 
birthdays ... ?
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Not being able to connect with your child is traumatic
and painful. But there are ways to get through it. 
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No longer tempted to steal, Charnell is free to truly focus
her love and attention on her kids and grandkids. 

your decision? What will the 
consequences be?”

Charnell had never thought 
this way. Her desire to make 
her kids feel extra special 
blinded her from seeing 
the consequences of her 
decisions. Instead of helping 
her children, stealing harmed 
them by separating them 
from their mother.

Armed with a better way of 
thinking, she did everything 
she could to stay close to 
her children. Holidays were 
especially difficult, since they 
reminded Charnell about the 
Christmas gifts she had stolen 
over the years. Then she heard 
about Angel Tree® (see ad on 
page 3 for full program details). 

“Wow … Angel Tree!” 
Charnell says. “It makes you 
feel like you’re home when 
you’re not.” 

Angel Tree builds families
The Angel Tree program 

delivers gifts to children on 
behalf of their incarcerated 

parents. Typically, a volunteer 
hand-delivers the gift, along 
with a personal note from the 
parent and a message of God’s 
love. The facility Charnell 
was in allowed families to join 
prisoners inside so parents 
could give gifts directly to 
their children. 

Before Angel Tree, she 
spent many days mourning 
the separation from her 
children. But on this day 
with her family, there were 
“no tears—just happiness 
and laughter,” Charnell 
remembers. “That day was 
a powerful moment in my 
children’s lives.” They were 
given gifts like handmade 
quilts, T-shirts, and Teddy 
bears. For Charnell, that day 
was the gift of a lifetime.

“[Angel Tree] builds 
families,” Charnell says. “It 
builds bridges.”

Charnell continued to 
stay involved in her kids’ 
lives. Her husband dialed her 
into conferences with their 
children’s teachers so she could 
feel connected and provide 
input on their education.

Mom Builds Bridges
Continued from page 1 

by Annie Goebel

oing to prison, 
especially if 
you’re pregnant 
or have young 
children, can 

be a huge strain on your 
relationships. For me, handing 
my toddler off at the prison 
gates, while emotionally 
preparing to give away my 
baby growing inside me, was 
one of the most painful things 
I have ever experienced. 

When I cried out to Jesus 
to save me, He changed my 
life forever, which included 
breaking the cycle of my 
destruction. I believe if I 
hadn’t been arrested, I would 
have kept going down that 
path. But God pulled me out 
of the mud and set my feet 
on solid ground in prison. 
Unfortunately, the choices 
leading to my incarceration 
had torn my family apart!

Sitting in my cell, I began 
to ask God to help mend the 

damage I had done. Reading 
my Bible taught me that He is 
a God of restoration (1 Peter 
5:10). When we follow Him, 
He opens up unexpected 
doors to heal some of our 
most important relationships.   

Thankfully, God provides 
allies to help with this healing. 
Volunteer-run programs like 
Angel Tree, which connected 

my own daughters to their 
father who was still in 
prison, can help repair and 
strengthen even the most 
broken relationship. 

This edition of Inside 
Journal is all about fixing 
broken connections. Read the 
inspiring story of Charnell, 
who would shoplift to care 
for her children, but finally 
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How to Cope
Continued from page 1 

don’t even know where to 
start, Stanosheck suggests 
reaching out to your mental 
health counselor to ask for 
help with what to write. Hold 
on to the letters; just putting 
your feelings in writing can 
be very healing. If you ever 
reestablish contact down the 
road, you can decide if you 
want to mail them.

 Connect with other children, 
if possible. If your facility has 
parent-child reconciliation 
programs, you can aid other 
families by volunteering to 
help with set-up. You might 
not be able to participate, 
but you’d be helping children 
indirectly. Some facilities 
have a nursery program where 
prisoners in good standing can 
volunteer in day care.

Connect with other women. 
Start a book club, peer 
support group, or Bible 
study. Forming a sense of 
community is important, 
especially when you find other 

women who understand your 
situation. You might be able to 
serve as a mentor to another 
woman who is struggling. 

Read. Find books on anger 
management, mindfulness, 
trauma healing, and holistic 
healing. The Bible is also a 
great source of wisdom and 
comfort. On days when 
you don’t have the strength 
to dive into challenging 
nonfiction self-help books, 
even reading novels can take 
your mind off things.
 
Pray and/or meditate. Yoga 
and meditation in your cell 
can help you heal. Bedtime 
relaxation exercises can help 
improve your sleep. And 
prayer can be very healing 
and calming. Pray for your 
children, using specific 
requests, and thank God for 
any blessings you do have. 

Talk to a professional. Speak 
to a counselor, medical 
staff, or chaplain about any 
troubling feelings you may be 
having. Speaking to someone 
who isn’t incarcerated can give 
you a different perspective. 
 
Get busy. Do whatever you 
can to improve yourself while 
behind bars. Volunteer for as 
many programs as you can, 
and work on healing yourself 
and growing as a person. 

You might think you’ve 
ruined your children’s 
lives and don’t deserve 
forgiveness, but that’s the 
negativity talking. You have 
value, and you deserve to 
heal. Besides, you never 
know when you might be 
reunited with your estranged 
children—imagine the look on 
their face when they see how 
far you’ve come.  n

learned how to care for them 
in healthy ways (page 1). Learn 
how to cope when you can’t 
connect with your children, 
whether because of strained 
relationships or adoption or 
other broken connections 
(page 1), and how to break the 
cycle of bad behaviors passed 
down from your own parents 
(page 3). Read the Q&A 
with former prisoner-turned-

inspiration Marcus Bullock 
(page 4). Finally, you’ll find 
all the info you need to sign 
up for Angel Tree (if you are 
the parent of an eligible child) 
on page 3 and receive a free 
Bible on page 4. I pray you 
enjoy this edition.  

Annie Goebel is the director of 
programs and special events at 
Prison Fellowship.  n

After her release in 2012, 
Charnell found a good job 
catering events and was 
promoted several times, 
eventually becoming a 
manager. But after sustaining 
a serious ankle injury that 
required surgery, she had to 
leave that job. Fortunately, 
her husband provides for the 
family—and this time around, 
she didn’t feel tempted to risk 
everything by shoplifting. 

Today, Charnell caters on 
the side and spends most of 
her time with her grandkids. 
After missing several years 
with her children, she 
says, “I’m not planning on 
missing a single beat of my 
grandchildren’s lives.”

Though most of her kids 
are adults, they still have their 
Angel Tree gifts. Her youngest, 
now 12, received a stuffed bear 
he named Berry. “Berry’s still 
holding on,” Charnell chuckles. 
“I still have to stitch him up 
from time to time.” When 
Charnell sees Berry, she’s 
reminded to keep making the 
right choices and keep “playing 
the tape out.”  n

You may think 
you’ve ruined your 
children’s lives 
and don’t deserve 
forgiveness, 
but that’s the 
negativity talking. 
You have value, 
and you deserve 
to heal.

Healing from the Pain of Separation 

SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION  

At Inside Journal® (IJ), we receive many letters each week 
from prisoners asking for subscriptions to our newspaper. 
We are grateful for the interest and support of our readers—
however, because of limitations on our staff and budget, 
IJ is only available in bulk shipments to your chaplain, 
programming coordinator, or a volunteer who visits your 
facility. Chaplains, to set up these shipments for free, please 
contact our editorial staff at P.O. Box 1790, Ashburn, VA 
20146-1790 or insidejournal@pfm.org. 



GET A BETTER LEGACY
Have you received a legacy of brokenness that you would like to 
exchange for the inheritance of a daughter of God? In Romans 
5:15, the Apostle Paul wrote, “For if the many died by the 
trespass of the one man [Adam], how much more did God’s 
grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus 
Christ, overflow to the many!”
 
Through Jesus, we can go from being spiritually penniless to being 
members of God’s royal family. And we can pass this new legacy 
on to our children too! How do you get this inheritance? Start by 
praying this simple prayer:

God, I’m tired of this legacy of sin. I want to receive 
Your inheritance because of what Jesus did on the cross. 
I want to be your daughter.

If you’d like to learn more about being a daughter of God, Inside 
Journal wants to connect you with a partner organization that 
offers a free correspondence Bible study. Write to “Inheritance,” 
c/o Inside Journal, P.O. Box. 1790, Ashburn, VA 20146-1790. 
You can also get a free Inside Journal Bible if you don’t have 
access to one (see the ad on page 4).

Generations of Trouble: Breaking the Bad News Cycle 
by Zoe S. Erler

ll that Kerri, 
a young girl 
from Iowa, 
“inherited” from 
her parents was 

a trash bag of items she toted 
from one foster home or 
homeless shelter to the next. 
Both of her parents were 
addicted to drugs for much of 
her childhood. She had little 
in the way of role modeling; 
she thought “Jesus” was just a 
curse word.

By the time Kerri was a 
teenager, she was convinced 
that the only path for her was 
to drop out of high school and 
muddle through life. 

“I was just told so much that 
I was going to be just like my 
parents, so I had that plan in 
my head,” she explains. 

Family traits 
An inheritance is something 

that you get from your family 
of origin. There’s your genetic 
inheritance—like having your 
father’s eyes, your mother’s 
build, and your grandmother’s 
nose. There can also be a 
material inheritance of money 
or possessions you receive 
when a loved one passes away. 

But the most important 
inheritance is one you can’t 
see: the invisible traits, habits, 
patterns, and worldviews—
both positive and negative—
that you learned during 
childhood, passed down from 
the generations that came 
before you. 

In Kerri’s situation, most 
of what was passed down to 
her from her parents involved 
things she would rather not 
have inherited—unhealthy 
mindsets, addictions, and 
behaviors that led to ruin 
rather than growth. Perhaps 
you can relate.   

Maybe you were raised by 
a mother who struggled with 
depression and alcohol abuse, 
and you have found yourself 
too often staring into a bottle 
to cope with your own feelings 
of hopelessness. Maybe your 
parents fought relentlessly 
while you were growing up, 
and you have lashed out in 
anger at your own children 
more times than you would 
like to remember. Maybe 
someone in your family told 
you you’d never be good 
at anything, and you have 
a long list of unsuccessful 
relationships stemming from 
your desire for the security, 
love, and esteem you never 
got at home.  

Heiresses  
Even if none of these 

examples resonate with you, 
we all come with baggage—
qualities and experiences we 
are afraid we will pass along 
to our children. And we all 
come with “spiritual baggage” 
we have inherited from our 
first father and mother, 
Adam and Eve.  

The Bible tells us that 
when Adam and Eve chose to 
disobey God by eating from 
the “fruit of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil” 
(Genesis 2:15–3:24), both 
sin and death entered the 
world. With sin and death 
came an endless list of ugly 
things that we now deal 
with every day—everything 
from small annoyances to 
failed relationships, violence, 
and diseases. Without God, 
our minds are broken, our 
relationships are broken, our 
lives are broken.  

But this sinful, ugly, broken 
mess doesn’t have to be 

INSIDE JOURNAL | Summer 2018

A

the end of the story. The 
Bible also tells us that we 
have the possibility of a new 
inheritance. This inheritance 
is the opportunity to be a 
daughter of God. It is a wealth 
purchased for us by God’s Son 
Jesus Christ when He died 
for us on a terrible cross more 
than 2,000 years ago.  

In addition to this new 
identity, we can also inherit 
a new way of doing life. As 
daughters of the King, we can 
begin to view the future not 
as hopeless, but as hopeful. 
We can begin to love people 
the way we want to be loved, 
even if they have hurt us. 
We can cast off the lies that 
we are worthless, ugly, and 
forgotten, and walk into the 
truths that we are treasured, 
lovely, and remembered.  
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Some things are handed down from generation to generation. 
But the bad behavior cycle can be stopped. 

CONNECT WITH YOUR CHILD THIS CHRISTMAS!

A GIFT FROM YOUR HEART TO THEIRS ...
This summer is the time to sign your children up to receive a Christmas present from you through 
Angel Tree. Ask your chaplain or program coordinator for an application, and they will submit it for 
you when you are done. There are some important restrictions to the Angel Tree program, so please 
read carefully before filling out an application:

1. You must be the child(ren)’s father, mother, stepfather, or stepmother.
2. There must not be a court order restricting your contact with the child(ren) or their caregiver(s).
3. Your child(ren) must live in the United States.
4. Your child(ren) must be 18 years old or younger.
5. The form must be filled out completely and legibly.
6. The form must be signed.
7. The form must be postmarked by September 4, 2018.

Start preparing now to sign up your children by contacting their caregiver to gather the most 
current information for your application.

Get an application and sign your kids up today! A special gift from you at Christmas will help them know that you love them, and it 
will connect them with a church that can come alongside your family in your absence. Best of all, it will give them an opportunity to 
experience the transforming love of Jesus Christ. Angel Tree makes great efforts to serve every eligible child. Sometimes, however, 
if your information is incomplete/inaccurate, if local volunteers are unable to locate your children’s caregiver, or if the caregiver 
refuses to participate, we may not be able to deliver gifts to your children. If your facility is not signed up and has not received 
applications, your chaplain may contact 1.800.55.ANGEL (26435) for more information on how to participate.

WHAT IS
ANGEL TREE?

Maybe you’ve heard of Prison 
Fellowship’s Angel Tree 
program, but you’re not sure 
how it works. Angel Tree is a 
simple way to let your children 
know that you are thinking 
about them at Christmas.

Angel Tree works like this: 
Applications are shipped to the 
chaplains of participating prisons. 
You fill out an application asking 
Angel Tree to give your child a 
gift from you at Christmas (you 
can suggest what kind of gift 
you think your child would like). 
Your chaplain collects all the 
applications and sends them to 
Angel Tree by the deadline. In 
the fall, Angel Tree volunteers 
call the person who takes care 
of your child to verify what gift 
your child would like to receive. 
Before Christmas, Angel Tree 
volunteers will buy and wrap the 
gift. The gift will be delivered 
to your child’s home or given 
to your child at an Angel Tree 
Christmas party. Your child 
will be told that the gift is from 
you—their mom or dad who 
loves them! Plus, your brief, 
personal message to your child 
will be written on the gift tag.

Remember those in prison

© Copyright 2018 Prison Fellowship®

Angel Tree® is a registered trademark of Prison Fellowship®

As for Kerri, she grabbed 
hold of her new inheritance 
in Jesus and is now living a 
full, hopeful life. Through 
the encouragement of some 
friends who believed in her 
and her future, Kerri became 
the first person in her family 
to graduate from high school. 
Today, she has a good job with 
benefits and excitement for 
her future. As well, she now 
has the opportunity to pass 
her newfound treasure along 
to at-risk young girls she 
mentors at a summer camp.  

She’s excited to share 
with them that they’re 
not a statistic or a case 
number—they’re a child of 
God, “and God loves them 
and He is going to use this 
for something so good in His 
Kingdom,” she says.  n
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NEED A BIBLE? .
Get a free NLT Life Recovery Bible from Inside Journal!
Write to:

Tyndale House Publishers
Attn: Inside Journal Bible
351 Executive Drive
Carol Stream, IL 60188

DON’T FORGET!
Include this information to make sure your Bible gets delivered:

Your complete name and prison ID number
Your facility name
Your facility address for prisoner parcel delivery
Whether you want English or Spanish*

*Bibles are available in large-print English or large-print Spanish.
Limit one Bible per person.

ISBN 978-1-4964-2576-8
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by Emily Andrews

ormer prisoner 
Marcus Bullock 
knows the lasting 
impact of a simple 
piece of mail from 
the outside. So, 

after his release, he set out 
to create an easier way for 
prisoners to receive messages 
from loved ones. He became 
the founder and CEO of 
Flikshop, a company that 
sends high-quality, security-
friendly postcards to men and 
women in prison. He recently 
spoke with Inside Journal 
about family connection, 
second chances, and the 
power of a postcard.

  
IJ: Where did you get the idea 
for Flikshop?

MB: I was arrested about a 
week after my 15th birthday 
and spent eight years behind 
bars. While I was sitting in 
those cells, during mail call, 
my mom sent me tons of mail. 
She showed me so much love 
during a time when she could 
have opted not to … It was love 
and adoration and consistency.

When I came home, it was 
hard for me to find a job, 
but I finally found one at a 
paint store. After that, my 
life started to soar a little. I 
started getting to travel, have 
new experiences, and make 
new friends. And I felt bad 
thinking about all those men 
I had left behind, knowing 
their aggravation of not even 
receiving one piece of mail 
while in there. Flikshop came 
out of that. I don’t care what 
[kind of mail] it is; I’d want 
anything coming through 
that slot with my name on it, 

telling me that someone out 
there knows that I exist.

IJ: How does Flikshop work?

MB: It’s simple. Using their 
mobile device or computer, 
prisoners’ loved ones are able 
to take a quick picture, type 
a message to go with it, and 
press send. 

And for 99 cents, Flikshop 
prints it on a postcard. Just like 
someone can post to [online 
social media] about your 
little cousin’s kindergarten 
graduation … that same 
message goes on a postcard 
shipped to just about any 
detention center, jail, or 
correctional facility. So, it’s 
a way that I hope people can 
stay connected just like my 
mom stayed connected to me 
during that time I was in prison.

IJ: Does Flikshop ship 
everywhere?

MB: Right now, we ship to about 
2,200 prisons in all 50 states. 
 
IJ: What is the long-term 
impact of this connection?

my resume than diplomas. … 
But I know I can make good 
choices. And that allows me 
to get up every single morning 
and say, “Marcus, try to run 
as fast as you can, even to the 
point of failure, because you’ll 
learn from [failures] and be 
able to succeed later.” 

The thing is, no matter 
who you are, someone on 
the outside believes in you. 
There are people you don’t 
even know, who believe in 
you. Knowing that would 
have changed the way I 
came home to live, even 
more than my family’s 
support already did.

IJ: How have you seen Flikshop 
help families on the outside?

MB: Flikshop’s social media 
pages are the place to go 
for prisoners’ families. It’s 
a safe haven. For so many 
families, it’s still taboo to 

talk about their brother, 
sister, husband, father, 
wife, mother, or whoever is 
in prison. So, these family 
members on the outside can 
go to our Facebook, Twitter, 
or Instagram pages and write 
about what they’re going 
through. Someone else on 
the other side of the world 
might see that message or 
comment, and say, “Hey, I’m 
having the same problem. It 
would be great to connect 
with you and see how we 
can deal with it together.” 
Flikshop is building a sense 
of community. 

IJ: How can prisoners’ 
families and friends find out 
more about Flikshop?

MB: Families and friends   
can visit our website,  
flikshop.com, or download 
the Flikshop application to 
their mobile device.  n

F
MB: Every single postcard 
… that one message saying, 
“Daddy I love you, I miss 
you,” is a moment that can 
be cherished in a prison cell, 
and experienced over and over 
again in that person’s memory. 
It means so much to that 
proud father who otherwise 
wouldn’t have much of a 
relationship with his daughter 
while he’s behind bars.

Even if you get a postcard 
and it’s a picture of someone’s 
lunch, you know someone 
loved you enough to send you 
that photo. Like, “Hey, my 
brother/sister sent me this, 
and just look at this salad. I 
can’t wait to have something 
like that when I get home.” It 
creates a sense of hope and 
anticipation for release day, 
and how they want to succeed 
when they get out. 

IJ: How did you learn to 
believe in your own potential?

MB: It helped to know that 
somebody on the outside 
believed in me. Being in an 
adult facility at such a young 
age, I had more failures on 

NEWS OF NOTE
Oregon Prisoners Walk 
to Give Christmas

A group of prisoners in 
Oregon has taken the joy of 
Christmas to a whole new level.  

Last summer, dozens 
of men at Oregon State 
Correctional Institution and 
Two Rivers Correctional 
Institution wrote to loved 
ones on the outside. In their 
letters, they explained that 
Prison Fellowship’s Angel Tree 
program has helped many 
incarcerated dads connect 
with their families in a special 
way at Christmas, when 
otherwise they might have 
felt very distant. For some, 
it helped to jumpstart fading 
family relationships. 

These men value Angel Tree 
so highly that they want it 
to continue to benefit other 
families, and they were willing 
to go to great lengths to make 
sure it will. 

The men at OCSI and 
TRCI planned an Angel Tree 
walk-a-thon, which they 

coordinated through their 
chaplain with permission 
from the facility. They asked 
friends and family to donate 
a certain amount of money 
to Angel Tree for every mile 
they walked around the 
prison track. 

Just by walking, the men 
raised more than $8,000 for 
Angel Tree in 2017. Afterward, 
many celebrated their 
accomplishment with a special 
steak dinner, which they 
bought themselves. 

Mark Hubbell, a field 
director for Prison 
Fellowship, attended the 
dinner and was handed a 
ceremonial oversized check, 
symbolizing funds that 
would directly support Angel 
Tree in Oregon. And the 
conversations he had with 
attendees were priceless. 

“I sat down across from 
one man who told me 
about the first few years 
of incarceration,” Hubbell 
recalls. “He felt like his family 
was slipping away from him, 

year after year. But Angel 
Tree opened that door for 
communication and starting 
reconciliation.”

Hubbell adds, “This 
fundraiser is something the 
guys really enjoy and throw 
themselves into. There 
were some people there 
who didn’t even have young 
children anymore. But they 
remembered signing up 
their kids many years back, 
and they still believe in the 
mission of Angel Tree and 
want to make it happen 
for the other guy. They do 
it with a grateful heart … 
One teacher here told me 
it’s really been a boost of   
morale around the prison,    
all year round.”  n

Second Chance Month 
Gains Momentum

While you’re on the inside, 
perhaps preparing for a 
better life after release, 
people on the outside are 
banding together to break 
down barriers and create 
second-chance opportunities 

for men and women returning 
from prison. In April, more 
than 170 organizations 
joined Prison Fellowship to 
celebrate Second Chance 
Month and recognize the 
potential of people with a 
criminal record.

On March 30, the White 
House issued a proclamation, 
signed by the president, 
declaring April 2018 as 
Second Chance Month. 
Several states, counties, and 
cities also declared their 
support of second chances. 

Meanwhile, job fairs, 
“Second Chance Sunday” 
church services, and other 
activities raised awareness. 
Supporters participated 
in the Second Chance 
5K in St. Paul, while 
Minnesota prisoners ran 
or walked in similar 5Ks 
on the yard, coordinated 
with the permission of the    
Minnesota DOC.

In the nation’s capital, 
supporters of second chances 
gathered on a freezing cold 
day for Prison Fellowship’s 
Road to Second Chances, 

which featured a prayer 
walk, press conference, and 
a free resource fair. Walkers 
like Nicole were proud to 
brave the cold. “We’re so 
excited to be here today,” 
she said. “We’re here because 
we believe there is hope           
for everyone.”  n
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Marcus went from prisoner to CEO, and is now using his 
incarceration experience to help other prisoners and their families.

From Prisoner to CEO


